Installing Visual Studio 2017

Version years of VS
If you have an earlier version of VS already installed on your computer (especially the previous
version VS2015), you may be fine for most programming courses this semester, but you should
check with your tutor.

You can install the latest version of VS side-by-side with earlier versions (this will gobble up
significant HD space, though). Folk do this, if they have invested a lot of programming effort in large
projects written for an earlier version and aren’t sure whether they will compile and work as
expected under a later version.

When you open earlier projects with a later version, VS will convert these projects to the later
version by applying changes, where necessary, to make them compatible. In my experience
NMIT/student assignment work upgrades cleanly from one version to the next.

Community vs Professional vs Enterprise

See this link for a comparison table: https://www.visualstudio.com/vs/compare/ Most of the
varying features may not mean much to you (nor do they for me ;-). For most course work in the
year 1 and 2 (level 5 and 6) of the BIT the Community version (formerly called VS Express) may be
sufficient, and clearly fine for your first weeks into your software development courses. You may
wish to check with your tutor whether the Community Edition is OK for you.

The Community Edition can be downloaded straight of the web, e.g. here:
https://www.visualstudio.com/vs/visual-studio-express/

To be sure to have the most advanced version of VS, suitable for all your software development
needs at NMIT, and certainly for year 3 students studying SDV701, | recommend you get the
Enterprise version. You obtain this version via the Microsoft Imagine portal (see below).

Using Microsoft-Imagine to download the software and obtaining a Product Key for

prolonged use (must be done by each student individually)
e Check your NMIT email account for an email from Microsoft Microsoft-Imagine. The email
should contain a link to the WebStore to use and login instructions. If you cannot locate
your email try this link: http://e5.onthehub.com/d.ashx?s=e3rrrev19b You may have to get

your password reset with the usual confirmation email palaver. But remember, your NMIT
email-box will be used for all correspondence with Microsoft Microsoft-Imagine.

e After logging in, search for Visual Studio Enterprise 2017, then Add to Cart. After
proceeding to “order” the free product a details page will show your product key. It pays to
note this key now (copy and paste to Notepad), as you will need it later to register VS so
your license persists until the end of year.

Download the install file (called vs_enterprise_ 1288984976.1519274100.exe in my case).


https://www.visualstudio.com/vs/compare/
https://www.visualstudio.com/vs/visual-studio-express/
http://e5.onthehub.com/d.ashx?s=e3rrrev19b

Installing Visual Studio 2017 Enterprsie
Open (run) the file: vs_enterprise__1288984976.1519274100.exe (possibly different

numbers in your case)

It will do a few things and offer you a number of choices. Below are screenshots of my

choices for the courses | teach:
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Workloads Individual components
Windows (3)

Universal Windows Platform development

Create applications for the Universal Windows Platform
with C#, VB, JavaScript, or optionally C++.

#4=  Desktop development with C++
Build classic Windows-based applications using the power
of the Visual C++ toolset, ATL, and optional features like...

Web & Cloud (7)

@ ASP.NET and web development
Build web applications using ASP.NET, ASP.NET Core,

HTML/JavaScript, and Containers including Docker support.

Python development
Editing, debugging, interactive development and source
control for Python.

Location

Ci\Program Files (x86)\Microsoft Visual Studio\2017\Enterprise

Language packs

m] .NET desktop development

Build WPF, Windows Forms, and console applications using
C#, Visual Basic, and F#

Azure development
Azure SDK, tools, and projects for developing cloud apps
and creating resources.

Node.js development
Build scalable network applications using Node.js, an
asynchronous event-driven JavaScript runtime.

By continuing, you agree to the license for the Visual Studio edition you selected. We also offer the ability to download other software with Visual Studio. This software
is licensed separately, as set out in the 3rd Party Notices or in its accompanying license. By continuing, you also agree to those licenses.
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Workloads Individual components

E Data storage and processing
Connect, develop, and test data solutions with SQL Server,
Azure Data Lake, or Hadoop.

u Office/SharePoint development
Create Office and SharePoint add-ins, SharePoint solutions,
and VSTO add-ins using C#, VB, and JavaScript.

Mobile & Gaming (5)

@ Mobile development with .NET
Build cross-platform applications for i0S, Android or

Windows using Xamarin.

Q Mobile development with JavaScript
Build Android, i0S and UWP apps using Tools for Apache
Cordova.

747\ Game development with C+ +

Location

C:\Program Files (x86)\Microsoft Visual Studio\2017\Enterprise

Language packs

Illlu Data science and analytical applications
A Languages and tooling for creating data science
applications, including Python, R and F#.

Q Game development with Unity
Create 2D and 3D games with Unity, a powerful cross-
platform development environment.

‘I:I Mobile development with C++
Build cross-platform applications for i0S, Android or
Windows using C++.

By continuing, you agree to the license for the Visual Studio edition you selected. We also offer the ability to download other software with Visual Studio. This software
is licensed separately, as set out in the 3rd Party Notices or in its accompanying license. By continuing, you also agree to those licenses.

Summary

> Visual Studio core editor

> Universal Windows Platform development
> .NET desktop development

> ASP.NET and web development

> Mobile development with .NET

Total install size: 33.72 GB
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Install

Of course, you are free to install additional packages if you know what you are doing or are
just curious. | believe you can add packages later too.
Once you click Install it will busy itself with the download and installation, which can take a
while, so make sure you’ve enough time, internet connection and battery charge to

complete the process.



e Test your install by starting VS. Check your version and licence status under Help/About.
Note the length of trial use licence. If you want, you can write and run a little Hello World
program (if you already know how to program ©).

The installed version of VS will initially have only a 30-day trial licence. To guarantee uninterrupted
use of VS throughout the year, you must license your VS by entering the product key you noted

earlier. You can also go back and extract the product key from your order on the Microsoft Imagine
site.

Matthias Otto, 26/2/2018




