CFS422 Introduction to New Zealand Conservation
Portfolio Tasks 

As outlined on CFS422 Introduction to New Zealand Conservation @ NMIT Online 
E-tivity 1.3 Unique New Zealand 
Purpose:  Many of New Zealand’s plants and animals are endemic (found nowhere else in the world).  This puts us in a unique position globally.  As David Attenborough said in ‘Life of Birds’, “New Zealand is a window into the world that might have been if mammals had never evolved.”  This activity looks at our unique native plants and animals.

Task:
1.  Work through Module 2 of the DOC online Introduction to Natural Heritage: 

 2.  Use the internet to research a unique aspect of New Zealand flora or fauna.

 3.  Read at least two articles/website pages on your topic

 4.  Post the following to the Unique New Zealand forum:

· A summary of what you have found.  

· The summary must include how this aspect contributes to New Zealand's biodiversity being globally unique. 

· The websites where you found them 

 5.  Look at one or more other members’ posting and provide feedback or a further link

6.  Write a reflective entry in your draft portfolio for e-tivity 1.6, linking ideas of why NZ biodiversity is unique. (max 500 words)
E-tivity 1.4 
Managing Our Conservation Heritage 
Purpose: Although DOC manages roughly 30% of our landscape, there is approximately 5 million ha of native cover not under DOC protection. Most of this will have some sort of actual or incidental protection. The purpose of this activity is to get a better understanding of who is managing our conservation heritage.

Task:
1. Work through Module 3 of the DOC online Introduction to Natural Heritage: Introduction to Natural Heritage:
2. Find out more about a local (non-DOC) organisation that manages conservation in your area. This can be through:

· Internet search 

· Informal Interview 

· Telephone call to organisation 

3. Post the following to the Managing our Conservation forum:

· A summary of what you have found 

· How / If they work with DOC 

· What conservation management principles and techniques they use 

4. Review at least one other participant's posting and provide feedback or a further link

5. Add your summary or critique and further reflections to your draft portfolio (e-tivity 1.6).  (max 500 words)
E-tivity 1.5 Your Place in Conservation  
Purpose: Exploring your place within conservation management.

Task: 
1. Post the following to the Your Place in Conservation forum
· Where your role is placed (or fits) within conservation management. 

· Why New Zealand's biodiversity is under threat. 

· What issues you think should be of concern for future conservation development. 

2. Read through at least one other participant's posting and provide feedback.

3. Add your story and further reflections to your draft portfolio (e-tivity 1.6).  (max 500 words)
E-tivity 1.6   Submitting Your Portfolio 

Following the completion of E-tivity 1.5 you will review your draft portfolio entries and compile the final version of your portfolio as a word document.  (Maximum of 1750 words.)
Your portfolio must be submitted online. 
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